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saata with Coosnah beside her filled

his toil-wor- soul with peace.
The Preacher had slipped away as

ellcntly and mysteriously as he had
come, with a blessing upon all and a
promise to return "when you shall
need mo, my children."

CHAPTER XV.
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H WESrA STORY OF THE GREAT NOR1

And something In the speech si-

lenced the man.
"Sometimes," went on this clever

woman, "one will take providing
there is a great enough Incentive. I

had a great Incentive."
She ceased, waiting, and against his

will Sandry supplied tho question.
"What?"
"You," said Miss Ordway in a whis-

per.
With her pretty, inimitable gesture

ot daring she put up a hand, laid It

against his check and drew his faco
toward her.

"Boy," she said In a curiously
choked tone, as if emotion dominated
her, "oh, boy! With your youth and

"There Is No Law for a Genius."
March came In like a lamb with
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but the critical point was at hand and
he scarce took time to eat or sleep
from the great work of the contract.

Tho mammoth raft was ready, tho
largest, according to Daily, that the
camp had ever sent out in all its life,
and a special boat from tho Portland
Mills company would lay off Yaquina
to receive it on tho sixteenth.

On the night of the second, Daily
caught a glimmer of white on the lin-

tel. It was a paper, stuck In with a
thumb-tack- .
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CHAPTER XIV.

The Call of the Wind.
The night lay thick over the SlleU

country. High above, the pine tops

sane with a roar, soft-voice- but far
reaching as thunder. Mystery and

loneliness pressed upon the wilder-

ness like a finger. It quivered the
harp ears of Ulack Bolt pricked for-

ward, listening, it padded the font of

Coosnah running ahead in the trail,
but upon Siletz its touch was lost.

. . . . 1 . M . - i .,1. .

tho crew artlessly repeated to Sandry.
"We will work till the contract's

saved," he said; "in giving to you we
give to S'letz. who Is your woman."

And Sandry, astounded beyond meas-

ure, opened his mouth and closed It

without Bpecch.
And It was work indeed for all. San-

dry himself, as he had grimly threat-
ened once, "teamed how" and tended
hook. Collins took Hastings' place at
the roading donkey, selecting a slim,
brown boy as fireman, while the fore- -
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"Watch your raft," it said, "for pow-

der."
That was all, and It was unsigned.

Pally told Sandry of the incident and
showed the warning.

So for the remaining nights the
great raft was lighted from end to
end and four of the Indians patrolled
it in shifts, armed with rifles and un-

der orders to shoot at the first Bign of
trouble.

The work went forward rapidly. Tho
Siwashes, born and raised In the tim

aoe, too. was 01 ine mrum ...
man proved his worth a dozen times

like this; she, too, was fre of its hid-- 1

ovf r fcy b everywhere at once,
den paths. Hour after hour they

fl, M dQwn ,0 the most
threaded the familiar way, and prea- -

r d sv8tem by p,anningi exct.utlng
ently the forest lightened fell away,

mMn wUh tne hgnd anJ mnd of
left them at the steep shore of the an arUgt
Sllctz river. gurgling along in the u haye b(,pn contrar. t0 hu.

Flolds and pastures lay here upon

ber coun'ry, knew all the work ot tho
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man nature if Sandry had not felt a
thrill of triumph when he next, ran
across Hampden at Toledo.

The Yellow Pines owner grinned.
"Siwashes?" ho said insolently.

"Yes," flamed tho younger man,
but I have five million feet

Df logs at tho mouth ot my slough!
I'll float my contract on time, Mr.
Hampden and then I'll look Into tho
little matter of my East Belt."

camp and they needed no driving.
They were a godsend to Sandry In

tho pressing days and ho camo to look
upon them with a wide tolerance.

"'In serving you we serve S'letz,'"
he quoted to himself, " 'for she's your
woman.' " And an odd sensation
prickled his skin, tingled at tho roots
of his hair. Some way, somehow, Bank of Bradleyville

Bradleyville, Mo.
That day he got his first letter from

Under Orders to Shoot at the First
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your eagerness, your Inherent strength
and your losing battle! Did you not
know that you were as fire to me?"

She slipped off tho log and stood be

these were Siletz' people these silent,
shiftless, well-taugh- t creatures, who
made no use of their talents, yet who
did hard, unnecessary labor at tho call
of tho blood.

That night, with the raft and even
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Poppy Ordway. It was heavy and
satiny and it breathed an Insidious
perfume.

Also it was brilliant with excitement
and hinted at great things.

"I'm certain Hampden's crooked,"
Bho wrote; "I've found a man who
knows him and he's in the commis-
sioner's office. He's young and he's
susceptible and ho thinks I'm one of
the 'ring!' Oh, but It's exciting. I

passed him a tip' Isn't that the way
you men would say It? that I had a
snap In view, but that I already had

fore him, her hands clasped across her
breast and all her magnificent beauty
a lure In tho spring dusk.

"Ah!" she laughed recklessly, "you
have set mo flaming, like a line of fire
at night! And I care nothing that I

Collections a Specialtytell you there is no law for a gen
lus!"

(To be continued.)
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right and left and cabins stood squat In

tho shadows. Th:s was tho hcadtiuar--

ters of the reservation. Through tho

small settlement, up a lane and ncrosB j

a woods-lo- t went tho trio, and pres-- ,

ently Siletz drew rein where a sorry

shack crouched forlornly honcath a
mammoth fir. The sound brought to

Its door a bent figure that came and
stood at Black Holt's head like a
shadow.

Siletz spoke In Jargon, slid down,

trailed the reins on the earth and en-

tered the little house.
An hour later she stood against its

closed door, facing a dusky circle of
squatting figures, her trim form
straight In the lamplight, her shirt
open a bit at the throat, her slim
hands eloquent In quiet gestures.

Near the pine table that held tho
fitful light Btood old Kolawmle, a
splendid Illustration of the white
man's ways.

He might have been fifty years of
ge, ho might have been a hundred.

Pure blood of chiefs ran in his veins,

and he had memories of tho time when

the Oregon country reached from tho
northern sound to the valley of the
Sacramento, but the burden ot prog-

ress hung heavy on his shoulders, his
fingers tromhlcd from much devotion
to the Spirit of tho Burning Water.

Broken In heart and soul and tribe,
he dreamed out the long last days In
the monotony of the reservation, send-

ing his soiiB to the red roofed school
on the hill, turning them aimlessly
looso upon their lands when they
were through but still throughout the
country whore the sign of the Siletz
was seen, there were known his wiso
procepts, there would his call bring
followers. About him gathered now a
silent circle, young men who could
speak good English and write essays
on the evolution of man, older ones
who accepted the modern modes with
reservations, and a few like himself of
the ancient time

To them Siletz was speaking.
"Trouble has fallen upon tho Night

Wind,'- - she said sweetly, "and she
comes to her friends for help. Sandry
at the camp is deserted by his men.
The camp falls, the work Is stopped,
the engines are silent at their posts,
and a big contract that means much
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the two engines under guard and all
tho length of track patrolled, ho came
in tired, worn to a thin edge with
sleeplessness, tense and taut as a sing-

ing wire, to meet Miss Ordway.
She slipped her hand into his arm

with a little, familiar gesture and
turned him about.

"Come along and relax," sho said,
"you'ro almost hysterical."

"I bolie.ve I am," said Sandry wea-

rily, though as ho stepped out Into the
night, soft already with the breath of

spring as la tho way with tho coast
country, where the seasons shoulder
each other, suddenly for place, he
looked uneasily for Siletz.

"Let's go up to the old rollway. It's
deserted and I have things to tell
you oh, many things!"

She laughed, her little rippling
laugh that was so soft and rich, and it
soothed the man's strained nerves liko
a narcotic.

Miss Ordway sat down, or rather
climbed up, on a log that lay beside
the rollway and drew her gray broad-

cloth aside.
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Tha School Fund Case

Ev its definition of "ordinary

a term used by succesive gener-

al assemblies, the Supreme Court has

decided that the common scnools ol

Missouri will receive 8180,313.91 less

this year than they would have received

under the ordinary interpretation ol The Springfield

Leader's Annual Bargain Period
befjins one month earlier than heretofore. It begins this year on December 1,
1915, and will last until January 31, 1916 During this time ONLY yearly

to the Daily and Sunday Leader will be received at following rates:

the lantfuige ol the school fund appro-

priation. Regrettable as this is, there

is gratification in the lact that the de-

cision saved (or the schools the addition-

al 8334,189 13 which the state officials

tried to divert to the general revenueSandry settled himself besido her
and took off his hat. Tho soft, changed $2.50

$2.00
Single Subscription,
In Club of 3 or more,iiP

lund.

The responsibility for this loss to

the schools rests on the state officials,

particularly on the state auditor. A

year ago he had an opinion Irom the

of the attorney general that re-

peated sessions ol the General Assenv

Dlv had continued to misuse language

for which it was responsible. It must

have been a matter of ignorance.
Mystery and Loneliness Pressed Upon

the Wilderness.

breath of the night air was grateful
to him.

"Whe-ew- ! I'll bo thankful when this
strain Is over, that raft headed out to
sea and my contract fulfilled! I never
knew business was so strenuous."

Miss Ordway looked at him through
the dusk with admiring eyes.

"But look how you're succeeding!
Why, it's great!"

"Yes but for how much of it can
I thank myself? Hampden has mo In
a bad holo about my gTeat East Belt
tho best timber In tho region and the
base, practically, of tho Dillingworth's
future and but for theso Indians I

would bo now well, I hate to think
where I'd havo been."

"S'h!" said Miss Ordway; "not so
fast about that bad hole. Instead. Mr.
Walter Sandry, we've got your friend
Hampden in tho deepest holo he was
ever in In all his life. In fact, when
wo say the word, ho'll turn over the
East Belt with both hands."

This affords an opportunity of subscribing ior The Leader for yourself and also

of sending it co a member of the family who may be away from home, or to a

friend es a Christmas pre.tent by which you will be remembered throughout the
year. Send club orders direct to the Leader. Springfield, Mo. Send single
subscriptions direct or to your postmaster, as most convenient.
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a homestead in Arizona and the
thing progresses. The mention of
Hampden and 'snap' did for him and
I'm all but over the brink of a fraudu-
lent entry even now! He's offered
In my case, specially to come down
on the price of my 'patent' two hun- -

Is ready to be lost and Hampden ot
the Yellow Pines laughs In glee, for he '

has done this thing. Men there are
not In the country and to go to Tort- -

land means loss of time on the great
contract. Therefore Sandry sits with i

his head In his hands thus" )

With swift art she bent her dark
head forward upon her palms, drooped

Any General Assembly could have

rectified the language of the school

lund appropriation. It was not con-fl'ii- d

to "ordinary revenue." The

constitution fixed the minimum for the

public school fund at not less than

25 per cent 'ol the stale revenue, tx-- :

elusive of the interest and sinking

ilond." The forty-eight- h General

Assembly met after Mr. Gordon had

dred dollars of course clandestinely;
I'm to say nothing about it to the
'ring!' Ye gods! I'm wild with the

j luck. More later."
February was passing. The days of '

her slim shoulders, and Instantly De-

spair loomed before the dusky circle.
"For which the heart of S'letz sick fitful sunlight were becoming more

ens, for she Is Sundry's woman." Sandry held out a hand and Miss i , . ,
(frequent. Tho camp was humming

There was silence for a space The Ordway took it, not after her usual ,
l"c "V" "

mannor of hall-fello- but with a ; torney general. Why was its attention
gentle, proprietary motion. She tapped !n,lt CifJ t0 the question ol interpre
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tho breast of her princess gown
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girl was an artist.
"She would help him. Therefore

she comes to her friends, whose hearts
are large with friendship, though their
hands are soft with leisure The Si-

letz need not work. Will they give
the free gift of labor for the Night
Wind's man?"

It was a heart-speech- , tt was In jar-
gon and It was successful, for with
the- early dawn, blue-gra- y with mist
and sun-sho- t with crimson, Sandry,

who had not slept, standing with fur-

rowed brows on the office step, heard
sounds of hoofs at the valley's head.
He looked and beheld a cavalcade of
horsemen, riding with ease on their

Will Practice in all the Courts ot this

State. Special attention given to Real Es-

tate and Land Title litigation.

Office over Taney County Bank.FCRSYTH, MO.Address me at

tation, so that the appropriation might

be made in clear language?

Jt w. s in May, after the general As-

sembly adjourned, that the school fund

quintet decided on the bold stroke to

replenish the general revenue fund at

the expense of the common schools.

It was still in August that the Globe-Democr-

discovered the auditor's new

interpretation. The test suit was a

cord thought. It was not till the

ti.il u! tne roor'.ri that tits fact ol the
May ciiftrcDce became pujac.

with business. Silent, bent on the
thing In hand, the Indians worked
without need of encouragement.

The slough was bank-ful- l and Its
surface was- covered from dawn to
dark with a floor of logs slowly drift-
ing on every tide downward to the
backwater.

At the slough's mouth a huge cradle
was slowly forming in its braces.
Here the little loading donkey puffed
and tooted, grappling many-to- tim-

bers with its two drag-hooks- , placing
them here and there. The mass of
chains covered the bottom of the
cradle a few feet apart.

Twelve men worked continually at
the great marine monster, packing the
logs inside the cradle, carrying the
giant chains up and over as the snug
floor reached the top, lacing the whole
together and at last lifting the center
gently, thus giving to the thing Us

likeness to a vast cigar.
A timber-sealer- , sent down by the

Portland firm, was constantly in at
tendance,

A shack had been thrown up at the
head ot the raft and a watch was kept
by day and night.

"We can't trust Hampden a minute,
John," said Sandry; "I'm learning sus-

picion." Indeed he was learning many
things. Only John Dally In the sanity
of his Just nature watched this Johnny
Eastern take his rough knocks and
come up with bis teeth set.

These two were growing together In
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Meanwhile there had been much dodg-

ing and squirraiag and quibbling.

"I have right here copies of filings
on sixteen claims, all duly put through
by 'cash entry' by as many different
men and I know that Hampden owns
all these numbers, that bo furnished
the money for building the cabins, for
filing fees, for advertising, for final
proofs at the land office and for the
government price of the land. In re-

turn for all this these bogus entry-me- n

your drifting gentry of the
spiked boots and the 'turkey' in mos
cases received four hundred dollars
each for the breaking of their faith
with tho government. No wonder
Hampden is rich!''

For a long moment Sandry sat In
a silence so deep that he ceased to
breathe. He was grasping the magni-

tude of the man's daring the gigantic
risk he ran with his safety In the un-

certain hands of sixteen men.
And also he was beginning to com-

prehend, wonderingly, the daring of
this woman, her finesse, her clever-
ness and her success.

"Wonderful!" he said at last; "It Is
past belief! And bow, for the love of
heaven, did you ever wind up that
commissioner to put his own head in
the noose by giving you those proofs?"

Miss Ordway looked away down the
fast darkening slough, and there was
that in her narrowed, smiling eyes
which, had Sandry seen, would have
shocked him from her.

There were flops and promises and

evasions. Then came the compro-

mise fie, agret-it- wi h the decision

of the Supreme Court. The schools

are to be congratulated on losing only

1180,313 91 through the activity of

the state officials. But for the storm

protest, they would have lost $514,

503 22. GLbe Democrat.

ragged ponies, and led by Siletz upon

Black Bolt, who still stopped proudly

after his dayand night's Journey,

while Coosnah rolled with swinging

ears at his side.
"Here," said the girl as she rode up,

"they will work for the big contract."
And she slid down with a little sigh

of weariness before Sandry could of-

fer his arms.
"Gosh!" said Dally to himself In the

shadow of the office, "the Siwashes!"
"Mr. Sandry," he said to the owner

when the long tables were filled In

erery place with the best of the van-

ishing tribe that Siletz could pick.
"I'm kickin myself that I didn't think
of the Indians myself, though Lord
knows if we can whip 'em In line, for
It would take the devil himself to
make a Biwash work."

But It did not take his majesty. It
took only the word of Kolawmle, who

I am prepared to correct all defects
of eyesight due to errors of refraction
by properly fitting glasses.
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Comparing the weather predictions

sent us Irom Washington and the actual

weather we have had Tecentlv, cur

idea is that what the country needs it
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a slow affection. The big room had,
In a sense, become home to Sandry,
and the evenings when Ma sat in her He didn't give," she said oddly; "Ihad given a command which a quiet

'regional weather bureaus.
ts" breed who seemed the leader of Jl!l8 2H?L U4 iL JS!5St ijook


